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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 02/19/2004 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1 and 3/1 (claim 3 which depends on claim 1) are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Turl et al. (Us 4,728,906). 

Regarding claim 1 , Turl et al. (figure 6) disclose a high frequency sweep 
generator using a high frequency tunable oscillator (10) having a coarse tune port (from 
16) and a fine tune port (from 18) for producing a linear swept high frequency signal 
comprising: means for digitally generating a controllable linear ramp sweep signal for 
coupling to the coarse tune port (102) (column 12, lines 34-40); and means for 
generating from the swept high frequency signal an error correction signal for coupling 
to the fine tune port that compensates for non-linearities in the linear swept high 
frequency signal (column 12, line 41- column 13, line 2). 
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Regarding claim 3/1 , Turl et al. disclose wherein the controllable linear ramp 
sweep signal digital generating means comprises: a programmable accumulator 
clocked by a sweep clock and having a sweep time increment as input to produce a 
sweep ramp signal during a sweep time and a retrace time increment as input to 
produce a retrace signal during a retrace time, the sweep ramp signal and retrace signal 
producing the controllable linear ramp sweep signal; and means for controlling the 
sweep clock in response to a trigger signal to produce the controllable linear ramp 
sweep signal from the sweep ramp signal and the retrace signal (column 12, line 3 - 
column 13, line 2). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 2 and 3/2 (claim 3 which depends on claim 2) are objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. 

Regarding claim 2, Turl et al. disclose the high frequency sweep generator of 
claim 1 above. However, Turl et al. fail to teach or fairly suggest wherein the error 
correction generating means comprises: a direct digital frequency synthesizer for 
generating a linear, frequency ramped sinusoid; and a phase locked loop having as 
inputs the linear, frequency ramped sinusoid and the swept high frequency signal and 
producing as an output the error correction signal. 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Camp, Jr. et al. (US 5,179,725) disclose voltage controlled oscillator with 
correction of tuning curve non-linearities. 

Casper et al. (US 5,838,749) disclose method and apparatus for extracting an 
embedded clock from a digital data signal. 

Scheffold (US 6,1 18,345) discloses process and device for locking-in a YIG- 
tuned oscillator. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quochien B. Vuong whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7902. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30-18:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Urban can be reached on (571) 272-7899. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Quochien B. Vuong 
Apr. 28, 2006. 



QUOCHIEN B. VUONG 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



